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a country reborn; and they look to dramatic results from
the improvement of education.
" Do you think this rapid progress of women in public
affairs is merely a phase, or will it last ?" I asked Helen, an
English friend who for several years has been, and still
is, keenly interested and active in welfare and educational
work among the Indians.
" It will last, all right," she retorted crisply. " But
it will be uphill work."
" Do you think that there will be a delayed male reaction
against the drive ? " I pursued.
" Partly that, and partly the old trouble of lethargy,"
she sighed. " But most of all, the difficulty of moving
the bulk of the women themselves. In some ways we
women are infinitely more conservative than men, you
know."
" In what ways do you think this conservatism will
work in India ? " I persisted.
" Quite simply. Older women will refuse to have any-
thing to do with the new ways and will use all their
influences to turn the young away from them as well.
The timidity inbred by centuries of tradition will also help
the older women to balk against any changes."
"What, then, can be expected to break down the re-
sistance of the older women ? "
" Only one thing," said Helen earnestly, " and that is
the collapse of the last remnants of the intricate family
system. As it stands now, grandparents, and especially
grandmothers, are petty tyrants in a family circle."
" Do you think the old family system will eventually
collapse, then, in this country ? "
" I wouldn't care to say how far it has already been
undermined by modern ideas," was the reply.
From whatever angle one approaches the subject, the
clearer it becomes that the stirrings of Indian women
originate in the West and depend for their advancement